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Sept 2012 - Cabinet papers made public reported that “some testing 
on rodents” may be required for safety testing of recreational drugs 

under legislation being planned. NZAVS investigated this and found 
that what was being proposed was extensive acute and repeat dose 

testing on large and small animals, not just rodents, and included the 
LD50 test. We knew immediately this would be a huge issue, and the 

public would be strongly opposed. We had to stop this new animal 
testing regime before it was put in place!

Dec 2012 - As direct lobbying 
was having limited success and 

reached a stand-still, we decided 
to bring the issue to the public’s 

attention. Media stories were 
organised, and the two largest 

national Sunday papers ran it 
on their front pages. The public 

outcry was immediate and loud; 
within 24 hrs, the minister 

announced the LD50 test would 
not be used, and a committee 

would be formed to look at 
the testing options to avoid 

animal testing. 

July 2013 - The PSA was passed on 11 July 
2013. Due to the submissions and public 

pressure, animal testing was addressed in the 
law after initially having no mention. The law 

was changed so that if a “suitable” non-animal 
test existed, an animal test could not be 

done and that if any animal testing was done 
overseas, it had to meet New Zealand’s animal 

welfare requirements. An amendment for an 
animal testing ban was defeated by only eight 

votes. While now restricted, the PSA allowed 
animal testing; this was not good enough.

April 2014 - Media and public concern about the continued sale 
of ‘legal highs’ made the Government act. On the 27th of April the 
Government announced that it would amend the PSA to remove 

all temporary approvals until the testing regime was in place. This 
brought the spotlight on to what the testing would involve, and 

animal testing was again a major issue. NZAVS quickly responded 
to this opportunity and encouraged the public to let the Prime 

Minister and the minister responsible know they should ban 
animal testing at the same time. The message we asked people to 

send was simple - “Don’t let drug dealers kill animals so they can 
sell legal highs”; they heard it loud and clear.

Jan 2019 - The Government released a report mentioning the 
possibility of testing party pills on animals in NZ! 

The Act, that passed back in 2013 banning the testing of 
psychoactive substance on animals, included a clause that it 

must be reviewed within five years. 

The review conducted by the Ministry of Health found that the 
Act has failed, and blamed part of that failure on the failure to use 

animal tests in safety testing. 

NOW - After many of our 
supporters took action and sent 

an email to the Minister of Health, 
the main political parties in NZ 
released supportive statements 
that reassured us that this ban 

won’t be removed any time soon, 
if ever. 

The NZ Government will now be 
well aware that any future plans 

to revoke the ban will be met 
with a fierce campaign. Together 

we’ve safeguarded animals — 
thank you!

Note: This campaign was successful because of the many groups and people who came together to take a stand for animals. 
The SPCA, HUHA and SAFE are just a few of the organisations, as well as us, NZAVS, that saw this campaign through to victory in May 2014.
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Oct/Nov 2012 - We directly lobbied the minister responsible, Peter 
Dunne, and the Ministry of Health to have any requirement for 
animal testing removed. We provided information on available 
non-animal tests that had not been considered and asked for an 
animal test ban to be included in the legislation. After a lot of 
correspondence and long phone calls, we were advised to compile 
all the information we had and submit it when the legislation came 
up for formal public consultation.

Feb-May 2013 - NZAVS prepared a substantial submission on the 
proposed Psychoactive Substances Act (PSA) and coordinated over 
600 written submissions from concerned New Zealanders. NZAVS 
coordinated a petition supported by SAFE and the RNZSPCA. Over 
60,000 people signed; it was presented to Parliament at an event 
that included beagles rescued from a testing lab. This event was 
covered by all national media outlets.

August-Dec 2013 - The Animal Welfare 
Amendment (AWA) Bill came before 
Parliament, and an amendment for a ban 
on animal testing for the PSA was proposed. 
The PSA required overseas testing to comply 
with the AW Act; this would be a total ban. 
NZAVS again led extensive public lobbying 
to support the ban. The majority of the 
1600+ submissions supported the ban, including the submissions 
from NZ’s two government animal advisory committees. NZAVS 
presented in Parliament in support of the ban and answered 
questions from MPs, all of which were well received. Then, we just 
had to wait for the decision to be made.

May 2014 - New Zealand Prime Minister John Key announced 
live on Breakfast TV that the Government would not require any 
animal testing of legal highs. To make that clear in law, a ban 
on animal testing would be included in the PSA when it was 
amended that week. At 10 pm the next night, 6th May 2014, a 
clause was added to the PSA that would stop any animal testing 
being done. Just over 18 months later, New Zealand had the 
assurance it wanted that no animal testing could be done.
WE DID IT! 
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